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December memory verse Luke 2:10-11 (NKJV)  
10  Then the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you 

good tidings of great joy which will be to all people.  
11  For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 

Christ the Lord. 

Commentary on Second Kings chapter 14 by Chuck Smith 1.11.23 

Now we're coming again to Amaziah who became the king in Israel at the 
death of his father, who was assassinated at the end of chapter twelve.  

Now in the second year that Joash the son of Jehoahaz was the king of Israel 
Amaziah whose father's name was also Joash the king of Judah began to 
reign. He was twenty-five years old when he began to reign, he reigned for 
twenty-nine years. And his mother's name was Jehoaddan. And he did that 
which was right in the sight of the LORD, yet not as much as David his father: 
he did according to all of the things as Joash his father did (2Ki 14:1-3).  

Now notice "not as much as David his father." David wasn't his father directly 
but was a great great great great great great great great grandfather. But in 
the Bible they don't always signify the great great great greats.  

The Bible says, "Let God be true, and every man a liar" (Romans 3:4). So I'm 
only quoting the scripture. Worldly wisdom is so worthless when it comes to 
the Word of God. I would rather listen to a Spirit-filled man who didn't know 
Greek from hen scratches expound the truth of God's Word than I would some 
Ph.D. who knew all the original languages, but wasn't born again. For I would 
learn much more true spiritual truth from the uneducated man than I would the 
professor. "For the natural mind cannot understand the things of the Spirit; 
neither can it know them, for they are spiritually discerned. But he that is 
spiritual understands all things, though he is not understood" (I Corinthians 
2:14,15). So I care not for the doctorates of man. Honored or earned, they 
mean nothing to me. I care for the work of the Spirit and the understanding of 
the Spirit in opening up the Scriptures to our hearts and to our minds.  
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So in the second year of Joash son of Jehoahaz, Amaziah son of Joash king 
of Judah began to reign. He was twenty-five years old when he began to 
reign. But he did not come up to the spiritual level of David.  

However he still did not remove the high places of worship: and the people 
still sacrificed and burned incense on those high places. Now it came to pass, 
as soon as he had confirmed the kingdom (2Ki 14:4-5),  

His father, you remember, was assassinated by his servants. He then, in turn, 
executed the servants who had assassinated his father. And then he went 
down against the Edomites, and there by the Dead Sea in the valley of salt, 
he killed ten thousand of the Edomites and he took the rock city of Petra. Now 
he is feeling pretty strong, pretty powerful.  

So Amaziah sent messengers to Jehoash, the son of Jehoahaz who was the 
son of Jehu, who was the king over Israel, and he said, Come, let's face off 
with each other. And Jehoash the king of Israel sent to Amaziah and he said, 
[Look,] the thistle that was in Lebanon said to the cedar, Give to me your 
daughter for my son as his wife: and there passed by a wild beast and 
trampled down the thistle. Now you have indeed smitten the Edomites, why 
don't you just sit at home and be happy and glory in the victory you have, for 
why should you meddle to your own hurt? However, Amaziah would not hear 
of it. Therefore Jehoash the king of Israel came against him, they met in battle 
at Bethshemesh, which belongs to Judah (2Ki 14:8-11).  

So this is not the Bethshemesh up near mount Gilboa.  

And Judah was put to the worse before Israel; and they fled every man to their 
tents. And Jehoash the king of Israel took Amaziah the king of Judah, at 
Bethshemesh, and they came to Jerusalem, and he broke down the wall of 
Jerusalem from the gate of Ephraim to the corner gate, four hundred cubits 
(2Ki 14:12-13).  

Or about six hundred feet of the wall.  

He took all of the gold and the silver, and all of the vessels that were found in 
the house of the LORD, and in the treasures of the king's house, and the 
hostages, and he returned to Samaria. Now the rest of the acts of Jehoash 
which he did, [again we are told they are written in the chronicles of the kings 
of Israel] (2Ki 14:14-15).  
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This meddling to your own hurt, it's something that people quite often do. 
There are things that you have no business meddling with. You can only get 
hurt if you do. There are places that as a Christian you have no business 
meddling around. And if you do, you're only going to get hurt. It is a very 
reasonable question, "Why should you meddle to your own hurt?" Don't 
meddle around with anything that can bring you into a snare, into a trap.  

Meddling to your own hurt. Now the result of the meddling, the king came and 
tore down the wall, the defenses were destroyed.  

The result of our meddling, of course, is once you do it, your defenses are 
destroyed. It's so much easier to do it the second time. And even easier the 
third, and the fourth, the fifth, until it's just a course and a manner of life. First 
time it was so hard. You resist it a lot, but you meddle, you got burned. Not 
only that, the treasures were taken away. And you lose something valuable 
whenever you meddle to your own hurt. Even as the treasures of purity, 
innocence, health, clear mind are so often lost because people have meddled 
to their own hurt.  

The death of Amaziah's recorded in verse seventeen. We'll read about him 
again when we get to the Chronicles of the kings of Israel. And Azariah 
became the king in his place. He was only sixteen years old when he took 
over from his father. Actually Amaziah was assassinated even as was his own 
father. And his son, sixteen years old, became king, and he didn't do much but 
build Elath and he died.  

Now in the fifteenth year of Amaziah (2Ki 14:23)  

So we've already had his son succeed him, but now we go back and pick up 
one more part of the story.  

Jeroboam the son of Joash began to reign in Samaria (2Ki 14:23),  

Now this is the time when Amos and Hosea were both prophesying, so you 
should, as you develop in your biblical studies, you should start to fit the 
prophet back into here now, because you'll understand their prophecy so 
much better when you realize the period of history. This is now getting to the 
end of the northern kingdom of Israel. We're coming down into the last century 
for that kingdom in the spiritual decline, and God is now beginning to raise up 
more prophets. And if you'll read the prophecies of Amos and Hosea, you'll 
understand them much better when you can in your mind fit them into this 
period of spiritual declension in the northern kingdom of Israel. And also 
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mention of Jonah, the prophet here in verse twenty-five. So these three men 
were sent of God to the northern kingdom at this particular time to prophesy 
unto them.  

Now this Jeroboam is Jeroboam the second, Jeroboam was the very first king 
over Israel, and now another king named after him.  

and he reigned for forty-one years. But he did evil in the sight of the LORD. 
And the LORD saw the afflictions of Israel, it was very bitter: no one to help 
them (2Ki 14:23-26).  

They were isolated.  

And the LORD said that he would blot out the name of Israel from under 
heaven: but he saved them by the hand of Jeroboam the son of Joash. The 
rest of the acts of Jeroboam are in the book of chronicles of the kings of Israel 
(2Ki 14:27-28).  

Which we do not have.  

Now the reign of Azariah, who is also known as Uzziah. Now when you think 
of Uzziah, and we're back now Azariah was the son of Amaziah and he didn't 
do much. But his son Azariah began to reign. The other name was Uzziah, 
and we think now of the prophet Isaiah. And so the prophecies of Isaiah. 
Isaiah was the prophet who actually began his real career and the prophecies 
at the death of Uzziah. Uzziah reigned for fifty-two years, and you remember 
there in the sixth chapter of Isaiah, "In the year the king Uzziah died I saw the 
Lord, high and lifted up, sitting upon the throne, his train filled the temple" 
(Isaiah 6:1). So we're beginning, when we get to Uzziah, we'll come in to the 
time at the end of Uzziah's career, we're coming into the time of Isaiah.  
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